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Archeologist Dan Drake was working in the hot sand of the 
Egyptian desert in the Spring of 2016, when suddenly his 
expedition team discovered a tomb of an ignoble named 
Dorotheus from the reign of Ptolemy Phildelphus.  With dig 
sites becoming rarer in Egypt, the team was taking every 
extra precaution in the caring for the site and its artifacts.  
With one surprise springing up after another, the team was 
finally beginning to make headway, until the site was 
suddenly brought to a halt and shut down for mysterious 
reasons.  
 
While waiting to hear from the Supreme Council of 
Antiquities of his eligibility to return to Egypt, Dan’s 
colleagues from the excavation were strangely disappearing at 
the hands of a mysterious underground organization.  
 
When notified by Egyptian authorities of the chaos, 
Lieutenant Barnes of the FBI was commissioned to find Dan 
back in the States before the band of evil culprits.  Embarked 
on a nation-wide search, Dan was finally apprehended. But 
having been notified of the nature of the case, he refused to go 
into federal protection. Seeing Dan’s stubbornness, 
Lieutenant Barnes recommended Dan to visit an old friend 
named Ben Gates.  The story unfolds as Ben, his wife, 
Abigail, and friend, Rylie abandon their lives of ease and 
reunite as treasure-hunters.   
 
Dodge Ben and his confederates as they trot the globe to 
discover lost history, unveil startling truths within the 
Bible, and search out clues that may lead to the Greatest 



 
 

Treasure of the Ancient World—The Hidden Secret of 
Senen-mut!   
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((SScceennee  11))    228833  BB..CC..  uunnddeerr  tthhee  
RReeiiggnn  ooff  SSeelleeuuccuuss  NNiiccaattoorr,,          

KKiinngg  ooff  BBaabbyylloonn    
  

Having conquered the known 
world, Alexander the Great’s 
kingdom was soon divided among 
his generals after sudden and 
unexpected death.  Two generals 
that distinguished themselves during the campaigns of 
Alexander were Seleucus Nicator I, and Ptolemy Soter 
I.  Having become two of Alexander’s most loyal 
military generals, after his death, they seized valuable 
regions among the Greco-Macedonian Empire.   
 
Seleucus, at first, possessed the region of Persia but was 
forced to abandon his throne soon after his rule began.  
While in exile, he served as admiral under Ptolemy 
Soter in Egypt during the 3rd War of the Diachodi 
(Successors of Alexander).  After the war, Seleucus 
reestablished his reign in Babylon and eventually 
became the highest ranking magistrate in the eastern 
part of the world.   
 
One day, while sitting in his palace, a servant 
approached Seleucus with some unexpected news:     

 
“Your Highness! An embassy has arrived carrying gifts 
and a letter from King Ptolemy Philadelphus, son of 
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Soter.”1  “Bring them before me,” Seleucus said 
curiously.  As he gestured with his hand he mumbled 
under his breath, “I wonder what brings the presence of 
my old friend’s son today.”   
 
Immediately, the doors to the palace were opened and 
several of the king’s servants ushered in packages of 
gifts: gold, paintings, Egyptian cotton, tapestries and 
hangings of Egypt’s finest workmanship.   
 
After filling the palace hall with gifts, a man 
distinguished by Egyptian attire was introduced to the 

                                                
1Seleucus I Nicator lived from 357 B.C. to 281 B.C.  He was one of the diadochi 
(successors) of Alexander the Great along with Ptolemy, Craterus, Antipater, and 
Perdiccas (the regent of Alexander’s Empire).   Perdiccas, believing that the Empire 
belonged to Alexander’s son from Roxana, held the Regent of the Empire’s position 
effectively for a few years.  The generals that supported Perdiccas were rewarded satraps 
(provinces) in the vast Empire.  When Perdiccas married Alexander’s sister Cleopatra, 
Antipater, Craterus, Antigonus, and Ptolemy all rebelled against the Empire; however, 
the real outbreak of war began when Ptolemy stole the body of Alexander the Great, 
taking it to an unknown location in Egypt.  It was believed that whoever possessed the 
mummified corpse of Alexander the Great was the rightful heir of the Empire.  During an 
invasion in Egypt against Ptolemy, Perdiccas was murdered by his generals Peithon, 
Seleucus, and Antigonus, who were placed in leadership positions under Antipater.  At 
the Partition of Triparadisus, Seleucus was appointed satrap of Babylon, but Antigonus 
forced Seleucus to flee Babylon.  He did not return to power in Babylon until he had the 
support of Ptolemy Soter in 312 B.C., for whom Seleucus served as an admiral during the 
3rd War of the Diachodi.  When Antipater announced his successor to be Polyperchon 
(general under Philip II and Alexander the Great) instead of Cassander (his son), war 
broke out between the two.  Cassander’s allies were Antigonus, Lysimachus, and 
Ptolemy.  Polyperchon aligned himself to Eumenes and was driven from Macedonia by 
Cassander.  After fleeing to Epirus with the infant king and his mother, they joined forces 
with Olympias, Alexander’s mother.  Eventually, Cassander killed Olympias and attained 
control over Alexander IV and his mother; both of whom he later killed to secure his rule.  
Cassander, having gained undisputed control of Macedonia, enjoyed this power for a 
brief time before dying from the dropsy.  Thus began the Wars of the Diadochi, marking 
the beginning of the Hellenistic Period.    
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King by the doorkeeper, “Damon, ambassador of the 
Egyptian embassy, sent by Ptolemaeus Philadelphus 
wishes to greet the King.”  
 
Damon, being an expert in customs, waited patiently for 
the King to raise his scepter before speaking,  
 
“Great King Seleucus, It is an honor to greet thee in the 
splendor of thy kingdom.  I bring good words, 
blessings, gifts, and a letter from King Ptolemy to be 
read by your most humble of servants.”   
 
Seleucus, surprised by Damon’s education in customs, 
motioned with his arm and said, “Begin.” 
 
Damon pulled a small papyrus scroll from within his 
satchel draped over his soldier.  After stretching it open 
from both ends he read aloud: 

 
Ptolemaeus Philadelphus, King of Egypt to 
Seleucus Nicator, King of Babylon,  
 
My dear friend from afar, Greetings.  May the 
gods favor you and all your posterity with health 
and honor.  It is with great encouragement that I 
have come to hear and know of the vastness of thy 
kingdom and the progress of a more civilized way 
in the eastern part of the world.  
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As the world has come to know, the Great 
Ptolemy Soter – my father and your trusted friend 
– was a lover of knowledge, propagator of 
civilized kingdoms, builder of the Great Library, 
and expander of the Hellenistic kingdom around 
the world. It is also well propagated that this 
greatness is no longer his alone, for it is shared 
with his greatest of friends—Your Majesty 
Seleucus Nicator, the King of Babylon.   
 
Such greatness was learned and passed down from 
the Great Alexander, to whom we know was 
bestowed by Aristotle.2 
 
Having gained such learning and prosperity from 
my father, I’m sure you will be pleased to 
discover that I would like to further implement 
and advance this sacred way. It is with this mind 
that I, Ptolemaeus Philadelphus II have sent this 
embassy, gifts, and letter.  For, it has entered into 
my heart to have a translation of the Jewish Torah 
written in the common Greek for the Great 
Library and the multitude of Jewish minorities in 
my kingdom—known second only to Yours, 
Great Nicator.  
 

                                                
2 Aristotle was one of the greatest philosophers of all time. He was taught from Plato, 
who learned from Socrates.  His thoughts and philosophies were implemented in the 
culture of the Greek and Roman era. 
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It is well known that the Jews in Your kingdom 
have some of the most ancient and reliable texts 
of the Torah, which I, Ptolemaeus Philadelphus, 
wish to request for the project.   
 
I trust that You will be so gracious as to help in 
this endeavor by kindly lending the most accurate 
and ancient texts the land of Babylon contains as a 
token of peace between our kingdoms.   
 
That these texts will be guarded with the utmost 
security and returned in the manner in which they 
were received, is assured by my seal.  
Furthermore, a personal copy of the translation 
will be given the King for His participation.   
 
Please accept these gifts as an everlasting token of 
the prosperity of our peaceful kingdoms. 
 
Your Friend, Ptolemaeus Philadelphus 

 
After the reading of the letter, Nicator requested to see 
the letter and observe the king’s seal.  Seeing that it was 
similar to Soter’s, he replied, “Because of my 
indebtedness to Soter, who helped me establish my 
kingdom, I feel obligated to grant King Philadelphus’ 
requests to collect the most authoritative and ancient 
Jewish texts in my kingdom.  They will be provided 
under the conditions proposed for the translation of the 
Torah, and brought as soon as possible.”   
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The king immediately appointed one of his chief 
ambassadors to lead the project of collecting, 
preserving, and gathering – at any cost – all of the most 
ancient Hebrew texts from the Jewish communities 
within the kingdom of Babylon.      
 

*** 
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Scene 2 in Babylon (Joshua the Scribe) 
Life for the Jews was pretty peaceful in the province of 
Babylon.  The wars of Babylon’s Kingdom were 
usually of a political nature and waged away from the 
nation.  Through the years of captivity and dispersion, 
many Jews of the Babylonian Province converted to the 
gods of the Babylonians.3  As the years drew on, the 
Jews in Babylon were becoming further separated from 
their sacred religion.  Only a handful remained true to 
an unadulterated Judaism—among whom, was a man 
named Joshua.   
 
In Joshua’s eyes, he had the greatest job in the world, 
that of a scribe.  It was known among the Jews in the 
kingdom of Babylon that he was the most distinguished 
scribe in the Jewish Province.  One Sabbath morning, 
Joshua arrived at the synagogue as usual.  As habit 
dictated, he stopped in the courtyard to meditate before 
entering the sanctuary.  Joshua could tell that this day 
was going to be like so many he had experienced 
before—full of tranquility, peace, and enlightenment.   
 
This particular mid-afternoon, Joshua was working on a 
construction project in – what was at the time – the 
largest Jewish synagogue in Babylon.  After spending a 
couple hours swinging a hammer and cleaning, he 
washed up and went into the study.   
                                                
3 And the LORD shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of the earth even 
unto the other; and there thou shalt serve other gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers 
have known, even wood and stone. (Deuteronomy 28:64)   
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When he opened the blinds to a window facing west 
towards Jerusalem4 he asked God to give peace to the 
chosen City and the Jewish remnants’ efforts, as they 
were currently establishing a 2nd Commonwealth in 
Israel.  Having stretched and taken a few deep breaths, 
he listened for a moment as the birds sang in the 
courtyard and prepared for his studies.   
 
After washing his hands in the laver, Joshua added 
some cloves to the lamp dish to permeate a pleasant 
aroma throughout the synagogue.  He then walked 
across the foyer and removed his favorite scroll from a 
large wooden cabinet.  Joshua only read, copied, and 
studied from this scroll for one week in a given season 
because of its antiquity.  
 
This scroll was known to have been transcribed 
personally by Seraiah5 from more primitive texts within 
the Jewish kingdom.  Furthermore, it contained scribal 
markings from Jehozadak to Ezra,6 as well as markings 
from several scribes and priests during the Jew’s 
Babylonian Captivity.  Joshua was only able to read, 

                                                
4 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his 
windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three 
times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did formerly. (Daniel 
6:10) 
5Seraiah was killed under the rule of Nebuchadnezzar at Riblah (II Kings 25:18-21; 586 
B.C.). 
6Ezra was more than likely the grandnephew of Jehozadak and great grandson of Seraiah.  
Jehozadak, his son, was the high priest who was carried into captivity by 
Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C. (I Chron. 6:14-15).  Since the return under Ezra took place 
around 457 B.C., the word “son” in Ezra 7:2 should be interpreted as descenDant. 
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study, and copy this text and its scribal notes—having 
been a scribe for twenty years.  Only a thirty-year 
scribe was permitted to make a note in a text of such 
antiquity.    
 
After carefully opening it across a sturdy wood table, he 
found where he left off from his previous study and 
began to copy from the book of Leviticus onto another 
scroll.   
 
For several days Joshua was working diligently out of 
the scroll.  He had been involved in an interesting 
discovery from the previous priests and scribes, and at 
this phase, was just trying to accumulate the overall 
idea of their notes.   
 
As he inched closer to figuring out the mystery, he 
remained deep in his study.  Assuming this day was 
going to be no different than the rest – full of discovery 
– he pressed on writing, accumulating, and pondering, 
until all of a sudden, his work was suddenly interrupted 
by the voice of his young apprentice Micah.  Joshua 
recognized the distress in Micah’s voice, and asked, 
“What is it Micah?  You know I wish to be undisturbed 
in my study.”   
 
Micah, yelled from the courtyard, “Master Joshua, a 
troop is at the gate!  Master Joshua, a troop is at the 
gate!”   
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“Joshua!” yelled the captain of the guard.  “We need to 
see you immediately about a matter of extreme 
urgency, and upon the King’s request.”   
 
“The Kings request” Joshua said as he saw them push 
the gate open and head toward the synagogue.  Joshua 
met them at the door and opened it as the guards barged 
in.  The captain explained, “The King is asking for the 
synagogue’s most ancient scrolls of the Torah.”  
Frantically, Joshua began to lead them to the back of 
the synagogue—the lie of compliance being written 
convincingly across his face.  As they moved toward 
the rear of the synagogue, Joshua began to ask probing 
questions, “What’s the purpose of this request? Why is 
the king so hasty with this decree?”  
 
“He needs the scrolls right away,” cutting him off, and 
added, “It’s none of your business.” Joshua continued 
asking probing questions, while leading them farther 
away from his most sacred text—which happened to be 
lying out in the open on the table.   
 
While he showed the guards the least sacred of scrolls – 
in an attempt to draw them away from the ancient 
Paleo-Hebrew scrolls – he noticed a few of them  
searching his study.  Hoping they would take the newer 
scrolls and leave, Joshua’s greatest fear was suddenly 
upon him as he heard one of the guards say “What have 
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we here?” Having turned that direction he saw a couple 
of the guards about to handle the sacred scroll.   
 
Knowing that it was his duty to guard the scroll with his 
life, Joshua leaped into action the moment one of the 
guards began to touch the scroll.  Immediately, he 
grabbed the guard by the arm and commanded, “Do not 
touch that!”  
 
The other guard then swung a stick at Joshua’s head.  
Seeing it coming, he dodged as best as he could and the 
weapon came crashing down upon his shoulder.  Joshua 
let out a yell and made a charge at the guard.  Having 
drawn back his weapon, the guard hit Joshua in the 
face, knocking him out and spraying his blood all over 
the scroll.   
 
While Joshua lay unconscious on the floor, the guards 
proceeded to kick him in the face, head, and ribs.  
Having beat Joshua within an inch of his life, and just 
before one of them could finish him off with a sword, 
the captain of the guard yelled, “We have what we 
came for.  Leave him!”  
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((SScceennee  33))    
228833  BB..CC..  uunnddeerr  tthhee  RReeiiggnn  ooff  

PPttoolleemmyy  PPhhiillaaddeellpphhuuss  iinn  
AAlleexxaannddrriiaa  EEggyypptt      

Dorotheus,7 a trusted colleague 
of Aristeas, and member of the 
Serapis Cult,8 was living an 
exciting and adventurous life.  His 
lineage linked him to some prominent pharaohs of 
Egypt, which caused him to have high aspirations for 
his life.  His parents instilled in him the knowledge of 
his heritage from as early as he could remember.  
“Because of your Royal ancestry, the God’s favor you 
son.  You will do great things for the world.”   
 
Being a follower of Egypt’s most sacred religion, an 
aura of peculiarity seemed to press upon him from his 
earliest memories.  Dorotheus not only felt that the 
gods’ blessings on his life, but that they would, in some 
unique way, bring him to prominence.   
 
Rooted in Egyptian heritage, Dorotheus thought it his 
life’s ambition to stay loyal to the sacred religion of his 
ancestors.  Therefore, he assisted Manetho, the high 
priest of the Serapis Occult, at a time when Egypt was 

                                                
7According to the Letter of Aristeas, Dorotheus was a man of great authority under King 
Ptolemy II Philadelphus.    
8The Serapis was an inner religion of Egypt meant to acquaint the modern people of 
Egypt in the 3rd century B.C. with the nation’s sacred religious beliefs, festivals, rites, 
poetry, and Egyptian science.      
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pulling further away from her roots.  Under Manetho’s 
tutelage9, he was given several privileges.  His position 
placed him servant to the highest office in Egypt’s most 
primitive religion, of which King Ptolemy of Egypt was 
a follower.   
 
During Dorotheus’ prime, Manetho had been working 
on an immense project for the king’s library in 
Alexandria.  Because of Manetho’s expertise in the 
occult, King Ptolemy asked him to write a 
chronological history of Egypt’s pharaohs, which 
would later become the paramount chronology of 
Ancient Egypt.  With Dorotheus working close to 
Manetho, he became a conspicuous and distinguished 
scholar under King Ptolemy II Philadelphus. 
Philadelphus trusted Dorotheus in many important 
projects, but one project impacted his life like no other.   
 
One of Philadelphus’ prestigious accomplishments was 
the translation of the Torah for the Jewish minority in 
Egypt.  After sending out embassies all over the known 
world to gather ancient Jewish texts for the Torah’s 
translation, Philadelphus finally sent his ambassadors to 
Jerusalem, requesting that the most qualified Jews be 

                                                
9Manetho was an Egyptian High Priest who had the unrivalled opportunity, in early 
Ptolemaic times, to write a comprehensive history of Egypt.  He was learned in Greek 
literature, had access to the temple’s archives, the kings library, all kinds of papyri, 
annals, sacred books, liturgies, poems, hieroglyphics, sculptures, and inscriptions.  He 
also had the king’s command to write the most accurate history of Egypt possible.    
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sent to Egypt to translate the texts into the Modern 
Greek vernacular.   
 
Being a place of seclusion and a sign of prosperity, it 
was decided that the Island of Pharos was the most 
tranquil place for the translators to commence their 
work.  The island sat out about a 
mile off shore in the 
Mediterranean Sea and had two 
ports, one on each side.  As a sign 
of power and prosperity, Ptolemy 
constructed a Lighthouse on the 
north-side of the island and called 
it the Pharos Lighthouse.  Being 
nearly four-hundred feet high, it was a wonder to the 
ancient world.  Sailors looked at it as a sign of good 
fortune, as ship after ship would dock in the harbors of 
Alexandria day and night to unload their goods for 
commerce.   
 
Ptolemy assigned Dorotheus to host the Jewish 
delegation.  Knowing the importance of the King’s 
works, Dorotheus felt honored and privileged to take 
part in this historic occasion.10 However, this 
opportunity allowed him to discover something that 
would far eclipse all of his life’s ambitions.  So, the 

                                                
10 One of the requirements of the translation was the freeing of the Jewish slaves in 
Egypt, The Letter of Aristeas.   
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Jewish Assembly was divided into pairs and began their 
translation on the Island of Pharos. 
 
One night, while doing his routine duty assisting the 
translators, Dorotheus’ attention was suddenly arrested 
when he overheard one of the translators, named 
Dositheus,11 frantically burst into the banquet hall to 
give word to Natthaius, the chief project manager of the 
Jewish translation:  
 
“Sir, as we were translating the third book of the sacred 
Torah, I discovered a scribal note in one of the King’s 
texts which reveals a secret acrostic message that may 
have been from, uh,” he swallowed deeply for fear of 
scorn, and continued, “Moses,” looking at Natthaius 
with a questionable stare.  
 
“When I realized the antiquity of the text – for it was in 
the Paleo Hebrew – we handled it with the utmost 
care.12 We believe it to be a text from Babylon, because 
some of the scribal notes are written in Persian 
cuneiform.  The most intriguing features of this text are 
that it has been signed by several high priests and 
scribes.” 
 

                                                
11 Dositheus was one of the translators of the LXX according to The Letter of Aristeas.  
12Paleo Hebrew was the Jews’ original written language.  At the time of the Septuagint 
translation Hebrew had developed into an Aramaic style.  Paleo Hebrew had no vowel 
points, stems, or verbal construction.  Only select Aaronic Jews trained in the primitive 
arts could properly translate and care for such a text.   
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When Natthaius heard these startling details, his 
eyebrows were raised with interest and he demanded 
that the text be brought in for further examination.  
Upon careful inquiry, Natthaius noticed what appeared 
to be dried blood on the scroll.  After lightly rubbing his 
garment upon the blood, Natthaius said, “I believe what 
we are seeing here is the sacrificial effort of a scribe to 
preserve this text.  Possibly one of our brethren from 
the Babylonian Province.”   
 
Another one of the Jews added, “He must have 
sacrificed his life to keep them from taking the scroll 
for the translation.” After carefully observing the 
scribal markings, signatures and the primitive Paleo 
Hebrew, the translators realized that they were in the 
presence of one of the greatest written documents in the 
world. One translator confirmed, “These signatures are 
very similar to the signatures on the copies of the Ezra 
Scroll brought with us from Jerusalem.” Another 
translator responded with a solemn look on his face, 
“No wonder our brother fought to keep the text.”  
 
Having determined through deduction the origin of the 
scroll, and the sacrificial effort made by their unknown 
brother from Babylon, Natthaius looked toward the 
team, “Let us vow here this night, not to allow our 
brother’s life to have been lost in vain.”  “How are we 



17 
  

to do that?” one of the Jews questioned. “We solve the 
acrostic,” Natthaius answered.13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
13 Historically speaking, acrostics go back to the time of David.  Several of your Old 
Testament chapters were written in acrostic format in the original Hebrew.  What the 
writers did was take the Hebrew alphabet and start each verse with a letter of the alphabet 
throughout the chapter in alphabetical order.  Psalm 119 did this in an ogdoastich (eight 
lines per letter) format.  Specimens of this mode of composition occur in Psalm 34, 37, 
111:1-10, 112:1-10, 119, 145, and Proverbs 31 (from the tenth verse to the end of the 
chapter), and the Lamentations of Jeremiah. 



18 
  

((SScceennee  44))  
Dorotheus lingered around night after night, watching 
and listening to the Jews as they met in secret to 
unravel the encoded message believed to be from 
Moses.  Their discussions often lasted many hours into 
the night as they talked about historical treasure of 
unimaginable value. This treasure was not only of 
wealth, but secrets to higher intelligence.  The Jewish 
scholars referred to it as a treasure of primitive 
literatures, paintings, philosophies, medicines, 
teachings and secrets carried down from the 
antediluvian era.  The value of such a treasure would 
quickly accelerate any kingdom’s intellectual 
capabilities to the greatest advantage.  
 
Dorotheus also overheard that this treasure would 
possibly solve the riddle of the Sphinx, the mystery 
power behind the pyramids, and the origin of the 
astrological record.  Gold, silver, and gems, although 
innumerable, were least important to the Jews.  For 
days the translators discussed the meaning and 
importance of the early histories of the world dating 
back to the Tower of Babel.   
 
At first, what Dorotheus overheard seemed to be a 
fairytale; however, after seeing the Jews’ devotion, he 
finally decided to bring it to Manetho’s attention.  
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“Master Manetho, I have been working on the King’s 
assignment with the Jews, and it appears they found a 
hidden message in one of the texts that Ptolemy brought 
in from Babylon for the translation.  From what I can 
gather, there appears to be a mnemonic (acrostic) 
inscription from one of the books of Moses.  What the 
message is I know not, but they believe it to be of great 
importance.   
 
They frequently utter the words “treasure,” “Egypt,” 
and “Moses,” but I’m struggling to understand the 
connection.  They seem to be growing more and more 
enlightened as they decipher the mnemonic.  Whenever 
they know I am around, they change from Aramaic 
Hebrew to a more primitive dialect, which I’m unable 
to understand.”14   
 
Manetho then informed Dorotheus of Demetrius of 
Phalerum, who may have had the text brought from 
Babylon to help with the king’s project,15 and added, 
“Continue gathering as much information as possible, 
and breathe not a word of this to anyone.  If the King 
hears of this, we are all in trouble.”   
 

                                                
14 It is possible that the translators of the Septuagint had a semi-informal knowledge of 
the Paleo dialect at the time of the LXX translation.   
15Demetrius of Phalerum was keeper of the King’s Library.  He received large grants of 
public money to collect all the books in the world. (The Letter of Aristeas, “Section II: 
The Proposal of the King’s Librarian.”) 
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Night after night, Dorotheus made the effort to listen to 
the Jews’ conversations.  His final encounter with them 
would end in a most amazing way. The story of the 
treasure seemed to take a drastic turn, and the 
chronology of Egypt’s pharaohs seemed to take 
precedence.  They concluded their final discussion with 
Natthaius saying, “I suppose we’ll have to wait on 
Manetho.”   
 
After hearing the Jews mention his master, Dorotheus 
was beside himself.  Scratching his head, he said under 
his breath, “Manetho.  Why Manetho?”  
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((SScceennee  55)) 
Having been informed of the Jew’s nightly meetings, 
the King became suspicious and summoned Natthaius 
before him, and asked him of their “...conspiring things 
in the night.”   
 
Quickly, Natthaius responded, “We have been 
discussing the possibility of a time-capsule in 
commemoration of the translation, to honor your great 
wisdom in allowing the accomplishment of this task, 
Your Majesty.”  The King being satisfied with his 
answer said, “If you wish, have your way,” and left it 
alone.    
  
Having been hosted by Dorotheus during the 
translation, Natthaius felt confident enough to ask him 
in passing, “Upon the King’s request, are you aware of 
any locations on or near the island to conceal a marker 
to commemorate this work of the Torah?”   
 
Dorotheus then informed him of the caves exposed in 
low tide at the cliffs on the North Eastern section of the 
island.  Natthaius replied, “I will bring this information 
to the King.  If he chooses such a place, surely he will 
contact you.” 
 
For a while Dorotheus wondered whatever became of 
the king’s request, but after probing around a bit, he 
realized the king never made any such command.    
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Having become curious, Dorotheus began to search for 
the marker, thinking it was in one of the caves he 
informed Natthaius of.  Dorotheus scoured the island 
for years, but never found anything.  After growing 
tired of looking, he eventually gave up the idea that 
there was ever a commemorative marker, until his 
interests were rekindled after he attended a religious 
conference taught by Manetho concerning his scroll on 
the History of Ancient Egypt’s Religion.16   
 
Convinced now without a doubt that there was a 
marker, Dorotheus’ passion to find the marker 
distracted him from his day-to-day duties, rendering 
him unable to complete his work for Ptolemy as well as 
he once had.  One day, the King had placed him in 
charge of organizing a banquet.  While simultaneously 
accomplishing the King’s task and being side-tracked 
by his revived passion, he cut corners and didn’t 
prepare as well as he should have. Because Dorotheus 
shamed the King in front of guests, he fell into disgrace 
with Ptolemy, no longer having a place in the king’s 
cabinet.   
 
Dorotheus spent the rest of his life in search of the 
marker, but was never able to uncover its location.  In 
an effort to preserve his story, he made certain of its 
preservation in his burial tomb.   

                                                
16 It is possible that such a conference could have taken place because he was working on 
several historical documents on Egypt’s ancient religion at the time of the translation. 
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For 2,400 years Dorotheus’ story laid quietly in the 
darkness of his crypt, until a team of archaeologists 
unearthed the site—once again causing Egypt’s sand to 
speak volumes into history.   
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  ((SScceennee  66))  22001166  AA..DD..  
AAnn  IIggnnoobbllee  MMaann’’ss  TToommbb  UUnneeaarrtthheedd    

  

Near the Well of Bir Nahid, about 100 miles southwest 
of Alexandria in Lower Egypt, a group of 
archaeologists worked tirelessly to unearth a tomb from 
Egypt’s early Ptolemaic Period.17  It appeared to 
                                                
17 The Periods of Egypt’s History are as follows: (1) Early Dynastic (c.3100-c.2686 
B.C.), 1st and 2nd Dynasties; (2) Old Kingdom (c.2686-c.2181 B.C.); 3rd to 6th Dynasties; 
(3) First Intermediate Period (c.2181-c.2055 B.C.); 7th to 10th Dynasties; (4) Middle 
Kingdom (c.2055-c.1650 B.C.);  11th to 14th Dynasties; (5) Second Intermediate Period 
(c.1650-c.1550 B.C.);  15th to 17th Dynasties; (6) New Kingdom (c.1550-c.1069 B.C.) 
18th to 20th Dynasties. (7) Third Intermediate Period (c.1069-c.747 B.C.), 21st to 24th 
Dynasties; (8) Late Period (c.747-c.332 B.C.), 25th to 30th Dynasties, closing with the 
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contain the remains of a high official of the Serapis 
Cult, named Dorotheus.  The team was hoping to 
uncover some clues at the site that would lead them to 
Manetho—the high priest of Egypt’s primitive religion 
during the reigns of Ptolemy Soter and Philadelphus.  
Considering Dorotheus’ membership in the Serapis 
Cult, it is more than possible that his burial, 
embalmment, and mummification were performed 
under Manetho.  The team believed that Manetho’s 
tomb would offer insight to the whereabouts of the 
tombs of King Soter, Philadelphus, and Alexander.   
 
Having worked tirelessly for several months, the team 
finally excavated the perimeters of the tomb and 
carefully unveiled its entrance.  After painstakingly 
chiseling and brushing away debris, a placard to the 
entrance was exposed which read: 
 
“I was loved of Manetho and privileged to assist upon 
many of the King’s tasks; namely; host of the Jewish 
embassy brought in to translate the Torah into Greek, 
assistant to Manetho in the compiling of The History of 
Egypt, custodial organizer of banquets and gatherings at 
the Great Library, and overseer of the embassies which 
the King sent out around the world to collect the rarest 
of writings for the Great Library.  Beyond the threshold 
of my tomb, my life’s work is concealed.” 

                                                                                                                     
second Persian Period; (9) Ptolemaic Period (c.332-c.30 B.C.), covering the Macedonian 
Dynasty and the Ptolemaic. 
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Many more days of detailed work were accomplished 
before the team could finally break the seal and enter 
the tomb of Dorotheus.  After 2,300 years of darkness, 
light flooded the ancient corridors revealing an array of 
archeological glory.  Brightly painted walls basked with 
the sun’s rays were displayed as if everyone attended a 
modern-day art gallery.  
 
The tomb was breathtaking with archaic writings and 
paintings.  Dorotheus’ burial site – although from the 
Ptolemaic Period – better resembled one from the New 
Kingdom era, making this tomb very intriguing to the 
archaeologists.  Because of the historical relevance and 
uniqueness of the site, Dorotheus’ tomb far exceeded 
everyone’s anticipations.  The team felt that this site 
was definitely going to contribute to the field of 
Egyptology.   
 
The Dorotheus site seemed preserved with no signs of 
previous entry and the contents appeared to be 
personalized for this particular individual.  The deeper 
that the team progressed into Dorotheus’ hallowed 
chambers, they were awestruck again and again.  It was 
surprising that a man’s tomb, who was known as being 
ignoble from the king, would offer such intrinsic value 
to this archeological expedition.  Perhaps that was 
another reason everyone’s curiosity was so heightened.   
 



27 
  

After inching along a dark corridor, they found a 
second and third compartment leading to two other 
sealed rooms—the second compartment led to 
Dorotheus.   
 
The intricacy of the glyph-work of the main corridor 
told the story of the Translators, and the items found at 
the site were carefully photographed, charted, 
measured, diagrammed, and interpreted by the team.  A 
detailed account of the excavation’s progress was 
constantly being compiled and sent to a back-up team 
in Cairo for more intensive research and scientific 
examination. 
 
Dan Carter was one of the archaeologists on the 
excavation team.  Dan realized that although this find 
was not as significant as a Pharaoh, it was probably 
going to be the greatest archeological work of his 
lifetime.  Most archaeologists never have the chance to 
work on a project of this scale; therefore, he was 
extremely careful with everything he did.  If something 
was going to get broken or go wrong, it wasn’t going to 
be because of his negligence.   
 
After several days of the busiest activity in his life, Dan 
finally was able to correspond with his wife, so he took 
a few photos with his cell phone and messaged them to 
his wife and newborn back home.  Five months into the 
project, Dan was living his life’s dream, until of a 
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sudden the scientists, archaeologists and excavation 
team were mysteriously banned from the site by the 
order of Egypt’s Supreme Ministry of Antiquities. All of 
their photos and notes were confiscated over supposed 
legal discrepancies, which concerned none of the 
members of the team.   
 
After waiting in Cairo for a few weeks, everyone was 
told that they would be notified when they could 
retrieve their belongings and continue working at the 
site.  Because of the delay, Dan returned to his family 
in the States—planning to travel back to Egypt once the 
tomb-site reopened. 
  


